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Authority and Obedience 


Rt. Rev. TrmotHy Corsett, D.D. 


A Pastoral Letter by the Bishop of Crookston on the authority of 
the Church of Christ and on obedience thereto 


E fundamental cause of the evils of the century con- 

sists in minimizing, despising, or rejecting the authority 

of the one true Church, the Divinely appointed guardian 
of Faith and morals. Nominal Catholics entertain unortho- 
dox principles relative to the position of the people in 
religion and politics. To public opinion do they often 
appeal as a final tribunal for the solution of the gravest 
questions. Lukewarm Catholics are wont to discuss theology 
as freely as ordinary problems, unmindful that theology is 
the most difficult of all sciences; for instance, that the 
sacred dogmas of the Church are not immutable, that it is 
permissible to reject her decisions and to belittle her author- 
ity. Few laymen possess sufficient learning to treat the 
higher branches of sciences. Most ridiculous is it for a 
human being to discuss any subject with little or no knowl- 
edge thereof. Some individuals speak of Catholic doctrines, 
Catholic practices, and Catholic discipline totally regardless 
of the mind of the Church and her legitimate representatives. 
Placing the Church on the level with human institutions, 
they would have her harmonize with modern thought and 
progress, would have the laity, consequently, possess a right 
in the government of the Church, hold and administer her 
property. The “learned” Catholic, in his lax views, imagin- 
ing himself superior to religious knowledge and ashamed to 
be found reading a Catholic book or paper, would proclaim 
superbly that the Church of ages cannot withstand recent 
discoveries. Her immutable doctrines must be reformed, 
yea—yield to modern advancement or become extinct. Rene- 
gade Catholics would remain members of the Church though 
disbelieving one or more truths of our Holy Faith. The 
ecclesiastical authorities, according to liberalism, rightly 
styled heresy, unable to understand the modern world, are 
misgoverning the Church and eventually will lead it to ruin. 
The worldly-wise, indeed, constantly predict the certain 
downfall of the Church and thereby either deny God’s prom- 
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ises or His power to keep them. “The gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it” (Matt. xvi, 18). Traitors of God, 
liberal Catholics coincide with the world, dispose of the 
doctrines of the Church without reference to her authority 
and dare apologize for her doctrine, her practices, yea, her 
very existence. Liberal Catholicism, anything but genuine, 
sincere and outspoken, would reconcile the Church with the 
tenets of the world under the high-sounding terms of progress 
and philanthropy, and thus would conciliate truth with 
falsehood. The bold, unstable, unfounded assertions of men 
of science weak-kneed Catholics receive with reverence, but 
the guidance of the Church they consider a degradation. 
The simple, ignorant Catholic, who reads or knows little or 
nothing about religion, fears that the Church might commit 
herself and err and doubts her ability to deal with mankind. 
Imbued with the spirit of the age and allowing demagogues 
to think, act and speak for him, he would sacrifice religion 
for temporal advantages. The liberal Catholic will appeal 
to public opinion for pretended grievances, prizing more 
the judgment of men than that of the Eternal God. At 
variance with the laws and spirit of the Church, he chooses 
to conform to the fashions of the hour for fear of social 
ostracism, under the ignoble appellation of broad-minded- 
ness and liberality. Worldly influence, a lucrative position, 
a political job and vain popularity precede the interests of 
the Church of God and his immortal soul. Even though 
they offend his Catholic conscience he will not wound the 
tender sensibilities of his non-Catholic friends because of 
human respect. “If I pleased men, I should not be the 
servant of Christ” (Gal. i, 10). 

No dependence on others, liberty, no obedience to legiti- 
mate authority, such is the cry of present-day society, 
forgetting that human liberty is limited and that unlimited 
liberty is license. Absolute independence positively belongs 
to God alone. Ignorant pride, neglect of prayer and the 
reception of the Sacraments, missing Mass, not hearing the 
word of God, no thought of the four last things, death, 
judgment, heaven, hell, the regrettable ignorance of the 
character of the true Church, which is the infallible mouth- 
piece of God, misunderstood relations of the individual to 
the authority of the Church, behold the real causes of liberal 
Catholicity. The rights of the Church demand an intelligent 
defense against so-called liberal Catholics. 
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THE NECESSITY OF A DIVINE TEACHER 


God, in His wisdom and bounty, did not leave humanity 
to the guidance of private judgment in the one thing neces- 
sary, the salvation of immortal souls, but promised the 
presence and authority of a Divine Teacher, Who shall 
remain on earth till the consummation of the world. The 
Divine Teacher is Christ, the Incarnate God, Who Himself 
taught while upon earth, and after His ascension into heaven, 
through the mouth of Peter and the other Apostles, and now 
speaks through their legitimate successors, the Pope and the 
Bishops in union with him. Christ, in His farewell address, 
clearly and solemnly expressed the purpose of the mission 
of the Apostles, their power and the scope of their teaching 
in these words: “All power is given to me in heaven and on 
earth. Going therefore teach all nations teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you” 
(Matt. xxviii, 18-20). The object of their mission is there- 
fore to continue Christ’s teaching, and their power is iden- 
tical, in its fulness, with that which Christ received from 
His Father: “As the Father has sent me, I send you” (John 
xx, 21). The Apostles are absolutely to be believed and 
obeyed: “He that heareth you, heareth me; he that despis- 
eth you, despiseth me” (Luke x, 16). The mission of the 
Apostles is to all men “Go ye into the whole world and teach 
the gospel to every creature.” Our Saviour pronounced a 
terrible sentence of condemnation on those who disbelieved: 
“He that believeth not shall be condemned” (Mark xvi, 16). 
The method ordained by Christ for the salvation of mankind 
was therefore teaching by an authorized ministry sent by 
Himself. No one can be received or remain within the 
Church unless he submits his mind and heart uncondition- 
ally and absolutely to her Divinely established authority. 
God, indeed, exacts obedience to His laws whether they 
are directly expressed by Himself or indirectly by the mouth 
of the Church, which forms one being with Christ. Let it 
be remembered that down the centuries no sin is so severely 
punished as rebellion against Divine law. 

For their super-human work the Apostles were to receive 
the “Spirit of truth, whom I will send you and when he 
the Spirit of truth is come he will teach you all truth and 
abide with you forever” (John xiv, 26; xv, 26). Behold the 
perpetual and Divine Indwelling of the Divine Teacher in 
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the Church promised by Christ to His Church, whose mes- 
sage to the world is God’s word. Christ therefore promised 
explicitly and absolutely that the Holy Ghost, the Spirit 
of the Father and of the Son, the Third Person of the 
Blessed Trinity, would remain with the Church unremit- 
tingly forever to teach her all truth and to protect her from 
all error. The evidence of Divine supervision over the 
Faith of the Church with unerring accuracy cannot be 
gainsaid. He, therefore, who fights the Church, fights God. 

Christ, the Eternal Truth, imparted, therefore, to the 
Church the plenitude of power to exercise her ministry and 
to govern her subjects, priests, people and even Bishops in 
their private capacity. A body of twelve men did Christ 
select to teach mankind His religion. No other means, there- 
fore, is there of communicating the Gospel to the world, 
and no other way is found in the Bible from the first word 
of Genesis to the last word of the Apocalypse but “teach all 
nations, teaching them to observe whatsoever I have com- 
manded.” Hereby the Apostles are appointed real judges 
of what is and what is not of faith. The Church does not 
make faith, but explains what it is. The Apostles really 
acted as persons invested with Divine authority. St. Paul 
writing to the Galatians, who were seduced by false teachers, 
proclaims: ‘‘But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
a gospel to you besides that which we have preached to you, 
let him be anathema” (Gal. i, 8). 


TRANSMISSION OF THEIR MINISTRY 


Prior to their deat’, ‘he Apostles who received directly 
from the lips of Christ the fullest spiritual powers, not to 
be confined to them, transmitted their ministry to others, 
ordaining them Bishops to rule the Church of God and 
commanding them to select others. “And the things which 
thou hast heard by many witnesses, the same commend to 
faithful men, who shall be fit to teach others also” (I Tim. 
i, 2). St. Paul actually made Timothy Bishop of Ephesus 
and Titus Bishop of Crete, charging them to perpetuate 
their ministry by appointing others pastors (Tit. i, 5). The 
words of Christ: “the whole world, every creature even to 
the consummation of the world,” manifest that the power 
communicated to the Apostles was communicated to their 
lawful successors to the end of time. The Apostles and 
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their legitimate successors alone possess the right, the power, 
and promise of Christ. Christ thus makes the salvation of 
the world depend upon obedience to the Apostles and their 
lawful successors. 


AN INFALLIBLE CHURCH 


Unless God establishes a court of final appeal in His 
Church who could be certain of what He did reveal or 
what He meant to say? Catholics do not believe anything 
absurd or unreasonable, but they place credence in what the 
infallible Church proposes for belief, the Church being the 
organ God has appointed to be the interpreter of His Divine 
will. If there were no infallible Church to explain the 
word of God, then the meaning thereof is mere speculation. 
Faith in God’s word is impossible, unless there exists a living 
and an infallible guide to explain its meaning. Without 
an infallible interpreter man must fall back on poor human 
reason so liable to err. The judgment of the most gifted 
scholars would only be opinion after all. Without an infal- 
lible Church, we have fallible declarations. Either an 
infallible Church or no Church at all. If the Church be 
unable to teach revealed truth to mankind, if it cannot 
safeguard man from error, if its guidance is not absolutely 
infallible, then certainly it is not the Church of God. Wit- 
ness the dissensions among the sects for lack of an infallible 
authority. Unity is evidently wanting; lack of unity begets 
division and division begets death. The Church cannot 
be a victim of change or a caterer to human passions. Divi- 
sions and subdivisions reign among the sects for want of 
truth. Their adherents, depending on private human judg- 
ment, disagree on the most essential points of doctrine. 
Error cannot satisfy the human intellect made to know the 
truth, the discovery of which the intellect naturally seek. 
Falsehood and truth cannot be built upon Christ, the 
Founder of the one true religion. Truth is one, eternal, 
universal, and unchangeable as is the teaching of Christ’s 
Church. To assert that Christianity admits of different 
creeds is to assert that Christ’s religion may mean truth or 
falsehood. There is nothing in the Bible to justify the 
assumption that Christ meant to leave anyone free to draw 
contradictory creeds from the religion He revealed. Christ 
formally commanded the apostolic college to teach all na- 
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tions, thereby establishing only one official organ to teach 
mankind and, consequently, there is no room for another 
organ. The Apostles strongly insisted upon unity. “Be 
careful to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 
(Ephes. iv, 3). Christ Himself spoke of one fold and one 
Church. The teaching Church consisted first of Peter and 
the Apostles, and afterwards of the Pope, the successor of 
St. Peter, and the Bishops of the Catholic world in com- 
munion with him. The successors of the Apostles, the pos- 
sessors of the powers originally communicated by Christ, 
have always discharged the office of teaching the doctrine in 
all its integrity in spite of persecution, exile, and death. 
St. Paul’s injunction to Bishop Timothy indicates their 
arduous work: “I charge thee, therefore, before God and 
Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead, preach 
the word, be instant in season and out of season, reprove, 
entreat in all patience and doctrine” (II Tim. iv, 2). And 
lest the Bishop might be deterred by the adversity of his 
flock, the Apostle proclaims the essential duties of his min- 
istry in these terms: ‘Be thou vigilant, labor in all things, 
do the work of an evangelist, fulfil thy ministry” (II Tim. 
iv, 5). “Woe to me,” said St. Paul, “if I preach not the 
gospel.” 


THE CHuRCH NEEDS No DIRECTION FROM WITHOUT 


Fully conscious of her Divine mission, the Church needs 
no direction from without, concerning the guardianship of 
truth and the condemnation of error. Its governing rule is 
the authority of God and certainly not the fluctuating opin- 
ions of fallible men, even ever so learned, nor the fleeting 
fashions of the world. Our faith is not founded on the 
opinions of men but truly on the revelations of God. The 
Church obliges her children to believe her creed, not because 
it is the composition of the ablest scholars, but because the 
infallible Church declares it to be the certain meaning of 
what God has revealed. The Church, whose creation and au- 
thority are of God, fixes the standard of Catholic orthodoxy, 
that authority vested in Peter and the other Apostles and 
transmitted in unbroken line to the present Pope, Pius XI, 
and the Bishops in conjunction with him, the living voice 
and the ministry of those whom the God incarnate commis- 
sioned to save the world by His Divine teaching and hand- 
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ing down this Divine teaching pure and undefiled to the 
end of time. An impossibility is it for the Church to fall 
into error, since God through uninterrupted and daily assist- 
ance is preserving her in all truth. No human agency can 
ever change or modify what God has decreed and established. 
The Apostles exercised their power in making laws, pro- 
nouncing judgments, and hurling anathemas at the guilty, 
without consulting civil power and even despite its opposi- 
tion. “We must obey God,” cried they, “rather than man” 
(Acts v, 29). Throughout the centuries, the Church has 
faithfully followed their principles with unerring certainty. 
Her living, unfailing, and infallible voice speaks forever. 


THE HEARING CHURCH 


The Church consists secondly of the laity and the eccle- 
siastics, whose submission to the Church in matters of 
religion is submission to God. The Faithful may be encour- 
aged to write or lecture on religious subjects not in their 
own rights, but in strict subjection to Church authority 
whose imprimatur they must seek. Their writings must be 
her doctrine and not their own. The Faithful have no 
right to legislate, command or teach in the Church, but to 
be taught and directed. God can admit of no other religious 
teaching than His own, which He maintains in the Church 
through His constant Divine help. The doctrines of Faith 
are not to be distorted, they having been confided to the 
Church alone to be guarded faithfully, explained with infal- 
lible authority, developed, but not changed. Truths pre- 
viously held implicitly may become, in the plan of Divine 
Providence, explicitly realized and defined, but the progress 
of Christian doctrine does not consist in real change, which 
development does not imply. Progress in the Church is only 
the development of the principles laid down by Christ. The 
doctrine is progressive in inference, definitions and applica- 
tions, to which the original doctrine is rightly and logically 
extended. No strange truths are received into the Deposit 
of Faith. Catholics there are, who even believe that the 
Church’s teaching may receive new light, so that the tradi- 
tional sense of the Church shall give way to a new meaning. 
Against such errors, the Vatican Council has launched a 
formal anathema. What absurdity to commend the Catholic 
religion to non-Catholics by insinuating that the dogmas to 
which they object may be brought one day to conform with 
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their opinions! Positively, the Deposit of Faith must not be 
treated as a human treasury to suit the human will. The 
Pope condemns all who through pride, ambition, and novelty 
dare tamper with Christ’s teachings. He who hears the 
voice of the Pope, hears the voice of Christ Himself. He 
who despises the warnings of the Pope, despises the warn- 
ings of Christ Himself. ‘Teaching them to observe all 
things, whatsoever I have commanded to you,” excludes all 
right of men to modify Christ’s revealed truths. And His 
promise, “Behold I am with you all days, even to the con- 
summation of the world,” secures the correct understanding 
of them (Matt. xxviii, 20). 


PROMOTION OF TRUE SCIENCE AND CULTURE 


True science and true culture, indeed, must be fostered, 
but Catholics must realize that their Faith exceeds all learn- 
ing. The Church commends the study of art and human 
sciences and promotes them in numerous ways. The 
Church esteems material and intellectual progress, but she 
loves the more moral progress, without which, as history 
proves, material and intellectual progress must end in bar- 
barism. The Church sanctions advancement for the tem- 
poral welfare of men so long as it does not interfere with 
the eternal welfare. Catholics should promote the popular 
movements of the day, and interest themselves in civic 
affairs in conformity with the mind of the Church and the 
due dependence of their lawful superiors. Such dependence 
has always exercised a wholesome influence on the world 
and lasting effects for the good of the Church. Since God 
constituted the Church a living authority and a perpetual 
teacher of His doctrines, invigorating her with the Spirit of. 
Truth, and declaring that the doctrine proclaimed by her 
was to be received as proclaimed by His own voice, there 
exists an obligation upon all to think as the Church thinks 
and to give a firm assent to what she presents for acceptance, 
an interior assent to the teachings of the Pope, and Bishops 
in accord with him. 


THE ASSENT OF FAITH 


There is firstly the assent of faith. No Catholic can 
rightfully doubt the obligation of giving firm and frank 
assent to all revealed doctrines under pain of sin, excom- 
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munication, and eternal damnation. The Vatican Council 
insists that Catholics are bound to give assent to the deci- 
sions of the Church, though not strictly found in the Deposit 
of Faith. All doctrines proposed by the infallible voice of 
the Church as taught by Christ and the Apostles, and as 
contained in the original Deposit of Faith comprising what 
God has directly revealed and the truths which such revela- 
tions implicitly contain demand our firm assent of faith. 


RELIGIOUS OBEDIENCE 


The second kind of assent is that of religious obedience 
to the teachings of the Church proposed not as revealed 
truths or in virtue of her infallibility, but in exercise of her 
ordinary authority to feed, teach, and govern the flock. 
Such are the pastoral letters of Bishops, diocesan decrees, 
diocesan and provisional synods and, of a superior order, 
many acts of the Supreme Pontiff and all the decisions of 
the Roman Congregations whose prudent decisions render 
untold service to truth and progress. Episcopal jurisdiction 
comprises the power of making laws, the power of passing 
sentences, the power of enforcing sentences and the power of 
administering the goods of the Church. The Faithful, 
moreover, owe unreserved submission in all matters pertain- 
ing to the ritual and practice of Christian doctrine, all these 
being intimately connected with the government of the 
Church. 

THE WILL oF Gop 


The positive indication of the will of God is, therefore, 
that we should hear the Church. ‘My sheep hear my voice, 
and they hear me and they follow me” (John x, 27). They 
who reject the voice of the Church are not of the fold of 
Christ. “He that does not hear the voice of the Church 
let him be to thee as the heathen and the publican” (Matt. 
xviii, 17). He, therefore, who resists the authority of the 
Church resists God Himself, and incurs eternal damnation. 
The rejection of any doctrine of the Church is a virtual 
rejection of Christ and the Father. Christ exhorts the 
Faithful to obey the Bishops to which He entrusted the care 
of their souls: ‘Take heed to yourselves, and to the whole 
flock, wherein the Holy Ghost has placed you bishops, to 
rule the church of God” (Acts xx, 28). No degradation is 
it to submit our reason to Faith, though Faith is above 
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reason. Faith and reason can never disagree, for truth 
cannot contradict Faith, God being the author of both. If 
the voice of the Church be the voice of God, man does his 
reason no wrong in bowing in absolute and undoubting sub- 
mission to the Eternal Fountain of all wisdom, speaking to 
him through the Church, which teaches in Christ’s name, 
which received its charter from the infallible God, and which 
the Infinite Wisdom guides and governs. The Church pos- 
sesses supreme legislation from God, the Divine Lawgiver, 
an authority, therefore, against which there is no appeal, an 
authority equal to God’s and is God’s. True to her office, 
the Church of God, amid the vicissitudes of centuries, the 
rise and fall of nations, the crumbling of the monuments of 
the great, the billows that are sweeping all else into destruc- 
tion, gloriously guards the sacred Deposit of Faith, and 
never allows one iota, one tittle, to be diminished or added, 
Divine faith is not mere opinion but is certainty which must 
be founded on a source that can undoubtedly secure cer- 
tainty, an infallible teaching authority. The Church holds 
in her hands the lamp of truth. Those who refuse this 
admirable light must share the fate of the reckless mariner 
who faces the storms of the sea without a compass. Should 
the Church of Christ not teach positive doctrine, she would 
be like a government without laws, no government at all. 
Did Christ not require a universal submission to His Church, 
of what value would be its foundation? If Christ left His 
doctrine free, vague, and unsettled, and open to the disputes 
of men, then we would be at liberty to submit it to the 
tribunal of human reason and accept or reject it according 
to our judgment. But as Christ settled His doctrine in 
every particclar and required our consent to each of its 
truths, we have but to believe and obey. What a number 
of absurd opinions do even the learned maintain by casting 
aside the decisions of the Church! What schisms and here- 
sies has not this obstinate spirit caused within the Church 
throughout the centuries! The darkest pages of history 
are those which record the aberrations of once renowned, 
and honored personages. 


THREE KINpDS oF POWERS 


The whole power which Christ conferred on Peter and 
his legitimate successors may be divided into three kinds: 
first, the power of teaching, by which the Church received 
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a mission to teach all nations, the right to define what is 
true doctrine, to preach, catechize and direct the education 
of the people. By Divine right, Bishops possess the power 
to control and inspect the schools of their dioceses, to 
forbid all false teaching, books and publications that taint 
the faith or morals of the people. Disobedience to the 
Bishops in these matters is no other than disobedience to 
God. Secondly, by the power of the ministry, the Church 
administers the Sacraments, grants indulgences, institutes 
feasts, regulates the ceremonies of the Mass and all that 
constitutes Catholic worship. The Church has the right to 
own places of worship for the living, and cemeteries for the 
dead, and to possess property necessary and useful to her 
ministry. An injustice and a sacrilege it is to violate her 
possessions, for they rest on Divine right. By the power 
of government or jurisdiction, the Church possesses the 
right of religious administration of the countries wherein 
the Faithful dwell. The Church divides the ecclesiastical 
territories into dioceses which are divided into parishes. 
Bishops are appointed for the government of the dioceses, 
and they ordain priests for the charge of the parishes. The 
Church has a right to make laws and precepts which the 
Faithful are bound to obey as the commandments of the 
Church. Bishops can make rules, institute statutes and 
laws for the government of their dioceses. The coercive 
power of imposing censures and laws on disobedient subjects 
belongs to the Pope and Bishops. The wise legislation of 
Mother Church must be observed whether the observance 
thereof engender pleasure or displeasure, gain or loss. 
Knowing, therefore, that the Church is infallible and 
believing her voice to be the voice of God speaking to him 
through the Church, the loyal Catholic accepts the truth 
she teaches with childlike faith. Joyfully and trustfully does 
he cleave to God and His word spoken by the Church. 
Listening to the Church he listens to no human teacher, but 
to God, whose perpetual and Divine presence make the 
Church proof against error. The loyal Catholic subjects 
his will to the Church, whether the truths proposed are 
positively defined or left to her approved sanction. In full 
accord with the Church he thinks, feels, and acts according 
to her dictates. Believing that God governs the Church 
through His representatives, the genuine Catholic unre- 
servedly submits himself to their guidance and accepts in the 
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spirit of faith their decisions on all matters affecting religion. 
The staunch. Catholic will shun all doctrinal teaching not 
delivered by the Church through her accredited representa- 
tives. He will exercise unselfish devotion to the interests 
of religion, outspoken sympathy in defense of the Church 
and a dignified opposition to the demands of a perverse 
public opinion. Unlike the unfaithful Catholic who plays a 
false and diplomatic role through human respect and the 
fear of incurring odium, the good Catholic will tolerate no 
evil to avoid trouble, knowing that to please the world is 
treason to God. “If I please men I should not be the serv- 
ant of Christ,” says St. Paul. Let it be borne in mind that 
a Catholic cannot listen to a fallible teacher to obtain better 
information about religion, the true Church giving him all 
to be had. He must not read un-Catholic controversial 
literature, immoral and heretical productions. The Church 
is intolerant towards error, as her natural position as the 
custodian of truth demands. To the Church, the individual 
is sacred, but error is detestable. The honest Catholic, con- 
quering the monster of human pride, so adverse to truths 
incomprehensible to reason, subduing the terror of sensual 
passions, obeying the truths of Catholic Faith, and crushing 
the tyrant of human respect and the fear of sacrifices, to 
which his public profession of faith may expose him, will 
give unreservedly and unconditionally the firm and perse- 
vering assent demanded by Divine Revelation——Given at 
Crookston, September 21, 1929, on the Feast of St. Matthew, 
the Apostle. 


The Interior Life 
Rev. HucH O’LAVERTY 
Reprinted from the Perth “Record,” June 29, 1929 


HEN Our Lord was in the house of Martha and Mary 

at Bethany, an incident took place which throws much 
light on life’s duties, and on the end of our existence. 
Martha was busy with much serving. In this she showed 
her kindness, her self-forgetfulness, and her zeal for Our 
Lord’s comfort. Mary was listening to the words of wisdom 
which fell from the sacred lips of Jesus; and she was drinking 
from the fountain of holiness. Martha was anxious that 
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Many should also share in the work of attending to Our 
Lord’s wants. She turned to Our Lord and asked Him to 
request Mary to help her in the preparation for the repast. 
On this occasion Jesus uttered words that are never to be 
forgotten. In doing so He gave the basis for the interior 
life, or the life of contemplation. He answers the anxious 
friend, saying: “Martha, thou art anxious and troubled over 
many things; one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the 
better part, which shall not be taken from her.” What a 
wealth of spirituality is contained in these few words of 
Our Saviour! How much might be gained by frequent 
meditation on them! 

Most people in the world waste their valuable time and 
worry very much over unimportant trifles, that will make 
little difference to anybody. Even those engaged in good 
works spend far too much time over exterior things. In 
order to make matters clearer, it may be well to take a 
concrete case. 


PREOCCUPATION WITH EXTERNALS 


Our Lord may call someone to take charge of some work, 
or to fulfil some vocation in the Church or even in the world. 
This work may entail a great deal of energy and care, and 
may require very much time. The wise person here keeps 
his tranquillity of mind in spite of all the anxieties of the 
work. He acts only after prayer and consultation with God. 
He preserves the spirit of recollection; and so sanctifies all 
his works, and all the time occupied in their performance. 
Another may do a similar work, and give to it all his atten- 
tion, and all his care; yet he may make many mistakes; gain 
no merit; and do very little good to souls; because he has 
not the spirit of recollection; and because he allows his 
exterior occupations to destroy his interior life. His whole 
attention is given over to all the unimportant details of his 
vocation. He gives himself no time for reflection, and either 
cuts short or else says his prayers with distractions. How 
many people do very much work for God’s glory and the 
salvation of souls, yet lose nearly all the merit of their 
work; and instead of gaining graces from all their efforts 
they often fall into tepidity; and the good work performed 
may be the cause of their spiritual ruin, 

Judas held the office of bursar in the Apostolic College. 
This was a necessary occupation, because Our Lord and the 
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Apostles required temporalities to carry on their work, just 
like others engaged in the salvation of souls. Yet Judas 
allowed the handling of money to destroy all that spirit of 
generosity and self-forgetfulness. Finally he ended by losing 
the faith; and for greed he even sold Our Lord to the Jews. 
Judas is not an isolated case, although he is worthy of par- 
ticular notice, being an Apostle. 

Very many engaged in good works become so engrossed 
in exterior occupations, that they practically lose all spiritual 
fervor, and so all their works are useless for themselves, and 
perhaps, almost useless for others also. It is the interior 
life that renders all our works meritorious, and the state of 
sanctifying grace in our souls makes even the least good 
action capable of gaining an increase of everlasting glory. 

The interior life is the highest form of spirituality. It 
is to souls purified by grace and inflamed with love that 
God reveals His secrets; and He chooses these souls for 
His greatest works. Yet the active life joined with the con- 
templative is even better than pure contemplation. This 
springs from the sanctification of our actions by our spirit 
of recollection, and by purity of intention; and because 
exterior works will exercise us in all the virtues which go 
to constitute sanctity, such as patience, meekness, humility, 
prayer, and zeal for souls. 


EXAMPLE OF CHRIST AND THE SAINTS 

Our Lord’s life was certainly the highest form of super- 
natural existence ever known in the world, and He combined 
the active and the contemplative life. For three years He 
spent a life of missionary zeal and gave an example to all 
those engaged in the great work for the salvation of souls. 
Our Lord’s first business was to sanctify Himself, and pre- 
pare for His public life. He spent thirty years in retirement 
at Nazareth. 

Those saints in the Church who did most for souls, and 
the fruits of whose works are most lasting, led most interior 
lives, and spent many years in preparation for their work. 
When St. Patrick was called by God to the apostleship of 
Ireland, he very wisely went to a monastery and spent ten 
years in preparation and in acquiring holiness. Had he gone 
straight to Ireland his mission would have been a failure. 
A little child has not strength to do the work of a man. The 





st 
iS 
of 
1g 


r- 


al 
id 
or 
of 
dd 





THE INTERIOR LIFE 415 





child requires time and nourishment to develop its faculties. 
In much the same way, the soul must grow in grace before 
it is able to do great things for Our Lord’s interests. 

Our Lord, during His public life, spent much time in 
prayer, and, before any great event, He spent the whole 
night in prayer. Our Lord’s works were all sanctified by 
His holiness, by His spirit of prayer and recollection, and 
by purity of intention. Who did so much good as Our 
Lord? Yet we never see Him over-anxious or disturbed 
over unimportant and passing events, nor did He give His 
Heart to the things of this world. Why will so many give 
all their attention to domestic or financial cares, which are 
only, after all, means to the end in view—the salvation of 
souls? 

If we look over the list of canonized saints, we will find 
that most of them came from the Religious Orders. But this 
is what we might expect, as the profession or calling of a 
Religious is self-sanctification. When engaged in exterior 
occupations the Religious makes use of these works to in- 
crease his sanctity and his merit; because he takes care to 
keep his intention pure. By very fervent and frequent 
aspirations, and by frequently offering all the works to 
God, he lives in union with God, even in the midst of the 
most pressing duties of his state. He takes special care to 
sanctify all his occupations by his fidelity to the religious 
duties of his Order. He never neglects the daily meditation, 
nor the other religious exercises of the community. He 
knows too well, that unless he keeps up the interior life, 
and unless he strives after perfection, and becomes united 
to Our Lord in prayer, that all his exterior works will be 
of no value for himself; and will be of no gain to the souls 
he may wish to save. 


THE SOURCE OF GRACE 


Without interior holiness, the most successful Religious 
in exterior works, whether in school, orphanage, hospital or 
workroom, will only be wasting his valuable time. All graces 
come from Our Lord. It is only when we are united with 
Jesus, like the branch to the vine, that grace can pass 
through us to others. When a branch is cut off from the 
trunk, or if it be withered, the sap will not pass through it 
from the trunk. In the same way, unless we are united to 
Jesus, no grace will pass through us to others. 
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St. Patrick, the great apostle of Ireland, spent much 
of his time in prayer and penance; and so he did great and 
lasting work for God and souls. Had he neglected prayer 
and spent all, or the greater part, of his time in the exterior 
works of church organization, his .1ission would certainly 
have been a failure. 

The habit of ejaculatory prayers, and the frequent puri- 
fying of the intention, or the frequent renewal of the offering 
of all our works for the intentions of the Sacred Heart and 
the conversion of sinners, will sanctify all our works and 
make every action meritorious. Some do much good for 
God and become saints, while others engaged in works of 
zeal are so engrossed in their exterior duties that they lose 
the interior spirit, and often lose their vocation, and perhaps 
their faith, and eventually, perhaps, their souls. 

What makes the difference? The first cultivates the 
interior life, keeps recollected in the midst of duties by 
frequent aspirations, and by purity of intention. He pays 
attention to the means of sanctification such as prayer, 
meditation, visiting Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, and 
the spirit of recollection. His exterior works only serve to 
exercise him in the virtues, and as he performs them in the 
spirit of penance, he gains much from them. The other 
neglects these means of sanctification. 

Those who are engaged in the works of sanctification, or 
in the salvation of souls in the world, have great scope for 
the exercise of all their zeal. All they need for success is 
interior sanctification. The Curé of Ars did much for God 
and souls, because he first sanctified himself. It was prin- 
cipally by devotion to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament 
that he became a saint. The hours he spent before the 
tabernacle gained for him that union with Jesus, and those 
very special lights and graces which made his works so 
fruitful. If others, who may be successful in their efforts 
for souls, were asked the chief cause or source of their 
graces, they would give the same answer—from Our Lord 
in the tabernacle, and from the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

Mary Magdalene became a great saint and a great con- 
templative after leading a life of worldliness. Where did 
she obtain the graces for such a change? They came from 
her conversation with Jesus, and from the eagerness with 
which she drank in all His words of wisdom and holiness. 
In the tabernacle the same Jesus will speak to us. 
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Although we may not hear Him with our ears, yet He will 
speak to our hearts, give us His precious inspirations, and 
make known to us His secrets. How Our Lord loves souls, 
who may perhaps be engaged in worldly occupations, yet 
living lives in closest union with Himself! What graces will 
He not give them, if they will only listen to His sweet 
inspirations! For a variety of reasons many souls cannot 
embrace the religious state, yet they are anxious to become 
very holy and do much for Our Lord. If they will only 
spend much time with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, He 
will draw them towards Himself, give them astonishing 
graces, and make them feel the tenderness of His Sacred 
Heart. Such souls can do very much for Our Lord’s inter- 
ests by their example, by their works of zeal for the Church, 
and by assisting those engaged in the great work of the 
salvation of souls. 


The Call to the Laity 


An editorial reprinted from the New Zealand “Tablet,” July 24, 1929 


N the early ages of the Church the chief concern was the 

propagation of the Faith. “Go ye, therefore, teach all 
nations” was the watchword that rang fresh in the ears of 
all. The command was felt by all as it was felt by the 
Apostles who heard the living words on the shores of the 
Lake of Galilee. An apostolic spirit permeated the whole 
Church. The clergy presided at the meetings, offered the 
Holy Sacrifice, administered the Sacraments, and preached 
to the Faithful. But the Faithful, in their turn, were zeal- 
ous to carry on the message, to spread the Gospel, to make 
known everywhere the spirit and the ideals of Christ. And 
it was the united action of priests and, people that conquered 
the world. 

As time went by, in the closed world of Christianity, a 
change took place. It seemed as if the victory had become 
assured. The limits of civilization were narrow, and only 
travelers’ tales, only some fantastic romances like those of 
the travels of Marco Polo, told of countries still unknown, 
still to be won for Christ. It was a period of organization, 
during which the distance between the Church Taught and 
the Church Teaching became pronounced. The chairs upon 
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which the teachers sat became higher. Then, when in later 
years the work of evangelizing the new lands, about which 
a little more was now known, was undertaken, it was the 
clergy who went forth to the Indies and to the New World, 
while.the laity helped by their prayers and by their alms 
at home. Another period came and saw the gradual disgre- 
gation of the Fold, the loosening of the joints in the great 
Christian spiritual edifice, a disruption so slow as to be 
almost unnoticed at first, and not realized until it had 
become a menace. It took a long time before the extent of 
the evil of the anti-religious movement of the eighteenth 
cntury was understood. The propaganda of the French 
philosophers was considered but the passing aberration of 
a little clique; the violence of the Revolution was regarded 
as a serious but transient storm. Almost a hundred years 
passed before it was seen that the whole atmosphere was 
contaminated and that Christian civilization was face to 
face with a new paganism. With the awakening to that 
fact dawns the modern period in the story of the Church, 
the period to which we belong. It is clear now that we 
must not turn to the past which has gone, nor concern our- 
selves chiefly with organizing works of charity within the 
Fold, nor even defending the Fold itself from outer aggres- 
sion. It is our task to be aggressive. We have to conquer 
the new paganism, just as our forefathers conquered the old, 
and the means are the same although conditions have altered. 
Priests and people conquered nineteen hundred years ago, 
and to win for the Faith the millions who have lost it or 
never had it in our own day a select militia, a Church Teach- 
ing, is not enough. We want, as of old, a great union of 
all the Faithful, a vast and mobile army saturated with the 
spirit of Christian ideals and zealous to propagate them in 
the present social atmosphere. Conquest, not conservation, 
is the problem today. And Catholic Action is the militant 
organization that will make it a success. From the Pope 
in Rome the call has gone forth: “Formez vos bataillons!” 
The Catholic press of the new world and the old has taken 
up the cry. Bishops and pastors are everywhere repeating 
it to their flocks. And the burden of it is this: For the 
conquest of the world for Christ, the clergy do not suffice: 
the laity must do their part, acting in unity with the Pope, 
in groups and organizations all over the world penetrating 
everywhere, and giving evidence everywhere of the Faith of 
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Christ and of His Kingship over souls. We must be militant 
Catholics. We must go forward boldly and proudly. We 
must be Catholics first and before all, children of God, 
children of the Light, zealous and intrepid to display our 
activity and ashamed of no man. Already the cowardice is 
passing. In France, young men read Catholic books and 
papers in the trams and trains; they come out into the open 
and glory in learning all they can about their religion. In 
Belgium they are even bolder. The English Catholics go 
into the public parks and discuss religion openly with the 
crowds. In Ireland, always audaciously Catholic and true 
to death, religion is more alive than ever. The new spirit 
is abroad, and its breath is moving over our people in other 
countries as the wind that sways the cornfields. Has it yet 
stirred us appreciably? 

We are too fond of flattering ourselves, too much given 
to dwelling on what we have done, on the sacrifices we have 
made—or, to be frank, that our fathers have made—for 
the Faith and for Christian education. Far better for us 
to face our faults. We have everywhere living cores of the 
Faith, grand Catholic men and women, boys and girls, than 
whom you will not find better anywhere. But they are in 
too small a minority. Outside of them we have so many 
easy-going people, faithful to their Mass and to the Sacra- 
ments, but slow to make any sacrifice and quick to depre- 
cate any boldness that might attract attention. That vast 
and immobile mass of good-enough people is of the neither- 
hot-nor-cold type with whose fate we are familiar from our 
reading of the Gospel. They are not of the kind the Pope 
wants, not the audacious soldiers, the members of the Church 
Militant who are Catholics first and before all. In fact 
they, too, remain to be won before Catholic Action becomes 
possible among us on a proper scale. And there are others— 
so many others! There are the nominal Catholics who fall 
in with the religion in which they were baptized but never 
become worthy of it; to whom missing Mass is not a shame- 
ful thing; who are always silent when their Church is 
attacked; who would not profess their Faith and defend 
their religion if it meant losing their jobs, or losing the 
custom of some of our enemies—there are so many of that 
type which Dante stigmatized for ever as being fit for 
neither heaven nor hell! And yet, they are not hopeless. 
Children of such as they have fallen into the ranks in France 
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and England and Belgium, and will do so here, too. Catholic 
Action can transform the world; it can even transform milk- 
and-water Catholics. But it must be a movement of the 
people, and to make it such is the urgent duty of the men 
and women of living faith among us, the men and women 
to whom Christ is all, who want to see all ranged definitely 


under His banner, want to see Him adored and blessed by 
all as our King. 








